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William Howard Taft   Born on September 15, 1857 (1857-1930) 
the 27th U.S. President was born in Cincinnati, Ohio. He served as President 
from 1909-1913, then became a law professor at Yale University until his 
appointment as Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court in 1921. He was a member 
of Kilwinning Lodge # 356 which meets in our Cincinnati Masonic Center.

The true Mason never hesitates to use the 
working tools to correct personal flaws.
  Wiliiam Howard Taft
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Change is the new norm not only in Masonry, but also in everyday life. Last 
month we announced the revised schedule for the fall, and now these have 
been canceled or changed. Its been a challenge to try to engage our 
membership, and daily we meet and discuss opportunities for you to enjoy. 
Petitions are coming in weekly for Masons to join our Scottish Rite and we 
have struggled to ful�ll the desires of our candidates. Many have started 
their journey last fall attending “On the Road” degrees in the Counties.  Those 
that have already witnessed the 40 have participated in the “Thursday Night 
at the Rite” online degrees through Supreme Council; this program has been 
very successful. To that end, your Valley is pleased to announce a COVid19 
appropriate Class. On November 7, 2020, candidates and sta� (only) will be 
invited into the Cincinnati Masonic Center. If you have not yet witnessed the 
prerequisite degrees there will be two opportunities for a “Virtual Class” 
through Supreme Council on October 3 or 24, 2020 (see details in this issue).

Dues have been di�erent this year as well. Supreme Council has assumed the 
payment processing for all Valley in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction to 
streamline the process for the Valleys. This has unintentionally caused some 
confusion. You can simply pay online through Supreme Council, pay online 
through the Valley of Cincinnati website (www.32masons.com) mail your 
check to the Supreme Council per the dues notice or pay them here at the 
o�ce, cash or check.  We also o�er ACH withdrawals from your bank account 
spread out over the year if it is easier on your budget to spread the payment 
out. That can be set up by contact Sherry Kuhn at skuhn@32masons.com or 
513-421-3579 x1100 Tuesdays and Thursdays only.

I want to personally recognize Ill. Bro. Je�rey P Waltz, 330 for his dedicated 
service to our Valley for over 25 years. Je� has served as an o�cer in Ohio 
Consistory, Treasurer twice, Trustee of the Valley IAC Committee member, 
Foundation Board member and an overall help whenever needed. Je� has 
decided to step down as Treasurer and we wish him a deserved retirement. 
Thank you, Je�!

Keep safe my brethren and I look forward to seeing you in the future. God 
Bless America and God Bless Masonry.

From the Executive Director + Officers



Ohio Leadership Class  
November 7, 2020

Undoubtedly, most of our lives have been disrupted and 
significantly changed with the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic. We have not experienced this type of global 
health crisis for over a century. In 1919, when my late 
grandfather, Robert E. Traub 32°, was twelve years of 
age, he lost his mother during the last pandemic known 
as the Spanish Flu. It affected him deeply and spoke of 
her often. With the advances and miracles of modern 
medicine, he and I believed it could never happen 
again, but it has, and we have had to adjust.
 
So too has the Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati. 
The Dyslexia Centers have long offered quality state 
of the art instruction to children in reading, writing 
and related scholastic skills, at no cost to the students 
within the 10-county Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana 
region. Despite the rapid changes to our daily routine 
and familiar lifestyle, the directors of The Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers, Cathy Arnold and Sara Harig, along 
with their dedicated staff, quickly adapted to those 
changes in order to provide tutoring services to each of 
their students via remote learning.
 Currently, there are 49 students enrolled with 71 more 
on the waiting list. Each student is taught over the 

course of a two-year program tailored to the individual 
needs of the student. It is particularly important to 
continue with the student’s individually tailored plan as 
the lessons build upon one another. Thanks to the hard 
work, flexibility and dedication of an extraordinary staff, 
each center has been able to successfully conclude its 
summer session without disruption. The Fall session is 
set to begin after Labor Day. We are all looking forward 
to another outstanding academic year.

The Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati Board of 
Governors wish to thank out-going board members, Jeff 
Bickel, chairperson, Brian Rust, secretary, and Richard 
Graeter, for their dedicated service to the Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati. They will be missed. 

Judge Robert Winkler is 
Chairperson of the Cincinnati 
Children’s Dyslexia Centers of 
Cincinnati Board of Governors. 
He serves as Judge on The 
First District Court of Appeals, 
Hamilton County, Ohio. 

On April 14, 2021 the Valley of Cincinnati will hold a full 
Reunion honoring our Ill. And Right Worshipful Brother 
Richard A Dickerscheid at the Cincinnati Masonic Center. 
The day will feature five live degrees: the 4⁰- Builder, 
14⁰ - Grand Elect Mason, 16⁰- Prince of Jerusalem, 18⁰- 
Knight of the Rose Croix of H.R.D.M. and 32⁰- Sublime 
Prince of the Royal Secret. It will be a full day of degrees, 
fellowship, and fun as we come back together for the 
Reunion. 

Brother Dickerscheid is a Past 
Most Wise Master of Cincinnati 
Chapter of Rose Croix and is 
currently serving as Deputy 
Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio. He served as 
Master of College Hill-Harry S. 
Johnson Lodge # 641. 

He also belongs to several af f iliate Masonic 
organizations. Several distinguished Masons 
are expected to be in attendance that day to celebrate 
with him the pronouncement of a whole new class of 
Sublime Princes.

The Board of Trustees has extended the “no petition 
fee” for this class due to the cancellation of the Ohio 
Leadership Class. This one-time offer is made possible 
by Supreme Council allowing one class to be held in 
honor of a presiding officer of a Masonic body; it will 
not be repeated. Included with your participation in 
this class are the five degrees, breakfast, lunch, and 
reception following the degrees, a 14⁰ ring and a 
chance to meet some of the finest men in our fraternity. 
Petitions are available on-line at www.32masons.com, 
www.scottishritenmj.org, the Cincinnati Masonic 
Center or by contacting any Scottish Rite Mason from 
the Valley of Cincinnati. Look forward to seeing you for 
the reunion.

Spring Class is Coming



November 7, 2020

The Board of Trustees have determined that an opportunity for our many candidates need a vehicle to become 
a 32⁰ Scottish Rite Freemason. With the permission of Supreme Council, Deputy for Ohio, Ill. Bro. Douglas Kaylor 
and our Active Member, Ill. Bro.  M. Todd McIntosh a plan was devised to allow the portrayal of the 14⁰ and 32⁰ on 
November 7, 2020. This is not the originally planned “Ohio Leadership Class, but a bridge to allow those that want 
to receive the 32⁰ in advance of the Class on April 14, 2021 honoring our Grand Master. 

Unfortunately, the day will be limited to candidates only and the necessary support staff to portray the degrees.  
Please note, no sideline members or guests will be allowed to attend. All candidates eligible to attend will be 
receiving emails wit registration opportunity for this special day. For those that have not yet witnessed the 
prerequisite degrees to receive them online through Supreme Council (pre-registered) on October 3 or 24 2020, or 
you can wait until the Spring class and receive all necessary degrees then.

Please check your emails for more information, registration and respond to allow us to prepare meeting mandates 
and rules for the event.

COVid19 Appropriate Class



The Valley will be starting the On the Road Degree 
Days again after the first of the year (COVid19 
Mandates in place). On Saturday, January 21, 2021, 
the Valley of Cincinnati will be traveling to J.B. 
Covert Lodge to exemplify the 4⁰ and 27⁰ degrees. 
These events prove to be a good time for all. We 
will start with coffee and donuts at 9:00 AM - the 4⁰ 
will begin at 9:45 AM followed by the 27⁰ at 10:30 
AM; after the degree we will enjoy lunch together. 
Get your candidates’ petitions in so they can enjoy 
a great day and begin their journey into Scottish 
Rite Masonry. 

Commander-in-Chief Brent Gross is excited 
to start the new year off with a degree that 
has not been portrayed in a long time. Get your 
passports stamped and continue you progress 
through the Degrees of Choice, Ancient Accepted 
Scottish Rite of freemasonry.

The 4⁰ is a mandatory degree all new Scottish 
Rite Masons must witness before they can 
proceed on the other 28 Scottish Rite Degrees. 

It is titled ‘Builder’; in this degree A Master Mason 
seeks divine guidance. Philosophy: Brothers grow 
together in Scottish Rite. Core Values: Reverence 
for God, Integrity, & Service. The 27⁰ is titled ‘Knight 
of Jerusalem’ and teaches the story of an historic 
clash between Pope Honorius III and Emperor 
Frederick II.  Philosophy: When tensions arise 
between church and state, one must be governed 
by his own conscience. Core Value:  Toleration.

J.B. Covert Lodge has recently been under 
renovation and upgrades, come see what  
brethren working together can do as a team. The 
lower level has been updated and we welcome 
their hospitality by hosting this event. Stay tuned 
for more information.

On the Road Again



Your recent dues notice included a space to make 
donations to the Scottish Rite Grand Almoner’s Fund. 
If you are curious about the activity of the fund, this 
explains what it does and who it helps.

“Our  Grand  Almoner’s  Fund  is the keystone charity 
fulfilling our mission, the mission of being a Fraternity 
that strives to fulfill our Masonic Obligation to care for 
our members. Every dollar donated goes to helping 
those who face incredible hardships. Whether it be a 
natural disaster or personal tragedy, the fund exists to 
make certain a helping hand is there in times of crisis.

When a disaster around the Globe hits, your Scottish 
Rite  Grand  Almoners  Fund  has and will be there, 
not just to provide a helping hand, but immediate 
assistance for distressed brothers and their families, 

no matter the Jurisdiction. There is a saying, “you 
get in return what you give.” As Freemasons, helping 
others is in our DNA. We do not ask for ourselves, but 
for others.  Financial relief is given to your Masonic 
Brothers, their families, and Masonic widows in need. 
The aid is direct and is arranged quickly, delivered at a 
time of intense hardship when it is needed most. 100% 
of your donation goes to supporting this mission, with 
0% used for overhead.

More than a decade ago, the Scottish Rite rededicated 
itself to a core value of our Craft—Masons caring 
for Masons. Brothers caring for Brothers. Friends 
caring for families. Our fraternity will not turn 
away from this commitment. Your support of 
the  Grand  Almoner’s  Fund  insures that, together, we 
fulfill our highest calling.”

Scottish Rite Grand Almoner’s Fund

From the Archives of the Valley of Cincinnati Rite Recorder, October 1988

YOUR DUES WORK EVEN IF YOU DON’T

“Why should I remain a member of the Scottish Rite if I can’t get to the meetings? An active member of the Scottish 
Rite recently gave a good answer to that question, convincing the doubter that he should not demit. The answer went 
like this:

“Being a Mason is not just attending meetings, although you do get more out of the Craft if you do get together with 
your brethren. Being a Mason is living a good life based on Masonic principles and living up to your vows. When 
you pay your dues you are supporting a cause you believe in, helping to continue a fraternity of free men who believe 
in moral character, love for country, and the practice of the tenets as we are taught in the Blue Lodge and in the Rite.”

For the first time ever, the Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction is inviting candidates to join our 
Brotherhood through the experience of a Virtual Reunion! Start your journey to the 32° through this 
unique, meaningful, and convenient online event. 
All current members are invited to take part too! It is a great opportunity to welcome new Brothers, see 
degrees you may have missed, and interact with others from across our 15-state jurisdiction. 
Our virtual theater doors swing open on October 3, October 24 and November 14. Register soon! 
Registration opens August 17th! 
(Dates/Times subject to change)         www.scottishritenmj.org 

October 3rd: 4⁰,6⁰, 15⁰, 23⁰ 
October 24th: 4⁰, 17⁰, 19⁰, 26⁰ 

November 14th: 4⁰, 6⁰, 29, ⁰31⁰ 



Randal Perry 6/8/2020

Richard C. Waterfield 6/8/2020

Russell L. Simmons, 33° 6/9/2020

Russell L. Carr 6/10/2020

Robert G. Abbott 6/12/2020

Sylvester W. Rohrig 6/16/2020

William D. Guthrie 6/19/2020

James A. Moss 6/23/2020

Stanley Allen 7/1/2020

James G. Wiatt 7/3/2020

Gorman Lawson 7/4/2020

Robert D. Schatz 7/5/2020

Billy B. Hall 7/13/2020

Timothy L. Knittel 7/15/2020

John C. Parker 7/20/2020

Paul Pennington 7/23/2020

Lester H. Gajus 7/27/2020

Dennis A. Harris 7/27/2020

James C. Zimpher 8/3/2020

Cledis D. Hoskins 8/5/2020

Zachary C. Wirmel 8/6/2020

Marvin D. Boyer 8/7/2020

In Memoriam

Chairman Akers Announces New Valley Treasurer 
at the August Board of Trustees Meeting

The Valley of Cincinnati has a new Treasurer and he is Todd S Neumann. Todd is a Past 
Most Wise Master of Cincinnati Chapter of Rose Croix and is married to Cindy. He is the 
son of Most Worshipful Hilmer W Neumann Past Grand Master of Masons of Ohio. Todd 
is a Chief Financial Officer in the healthcare industry and is looking forward to working 
with the Board of Trustees and Valley Staff to continue the work in a seamless manner. 

It is sad to see Ill. Bro. Jeffrey P Waltz stepping down as Treasurer, but he has done a 
yeoman’s job in keeping track of our Valley finances. We hope Jeff enjoys his retirement 
from the office of Treasurer.

ALL BROTHERS

“It has been one of the boasts of my life, though not often expressed, that in Masonry I belong to 
an association which though not political, embraces principles which are not confined to
particular localities or countries, but which have a marked universality and embraces within 
the grasp the whole human race, making us all brothers.”        Andrew Jackson



CCoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  

OOccttoobbeerr  33,,  22002200    SSuupprreemmee  CCoouunncciill  VViirrttuuaall  CCllaassss  OOnnlliinnee  

OOccttoobbeerr  2244,,22002200    SSuupprreemmee  CCoouunncciill  VViirrttuuaall  CCllaassss  OOnnlliinnee  

NNoovveemmbbeerr  77,,  22002200    CCaannddiiddaatteess  OOnnllyy  1144⁰&&  3322⁰    CC..MM..CC..  

JJaannuuaarryy  2211,,  22002211    OOnn  tthhee  RRooaadd  DDeeggrreeeess  44⁰&&  2277⁰  JJBB  CCoovveerrtt  

FFeebbrruuaarryy  ??  22002211    DDeeggrreeeess  wwiitthh  DDaayyttoonn    MMiiddddlleettoowwnn  

MMaarrcchh  2211,,  22002211    OOnn  tthhee  RRooaadd  DDeeggrreeeess      PPoorrttssmmoouutthh  

AApprriill  1177,,  22002211      SSpprriinngg  RReeuunniioonn        CC..MM..CC..  

MMaayy  1133,,  22002211      AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg        CC..MM..CC..  

JJuullyy  2255,,22002211    KKiinnggss  IIssllaanndd  AAuugguusstt  88,,  22002211  CCiinncciinnnnaattii  RReeddss  


