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Fall is here and Masonry is in full swing. We just finished attending Grand Lodge of
Ohio where our own Trustee finished his year as Grand Master. Ill. Bro. Richard A.
Dickerscheid, 33⁰, led Masonry in the State of Ohio during a COVID infested year
with dignity, consideration and thoughtfulness of our members. True leadership is displayed during times of adversity. Thank you for a job well done!

Chairman Akers is working with the Board and me on an exit plan for the Valley of
Cincinnati as we get closer to a closing date (which has not yet been determined). We
have met many struggles in trying to find property to purchase due to the fact that we
don’t pay property tax or generate much payroll tax so the communities quite frankly
don’t want us. That given, with the issue of a lack of real estate available on the market,
leased space is still a very possible option, but we can’t enter into any lease until we
know our exit date. Please be patient and remember that your Board of Trustees is dedicated to looking out for its members.
On the cover is the letter that Benedict Arnold signed declaring his allegiance to the
United States of America against the British Crown. Only later will he break this promise, the story of which is told in the 20⁰. Come join George Washington, The Marquis
D 'LaFayette and more as you are educated in history and your patriotism is renewed in
the halls of the Cincinnati Masonic Center.
The fall is building to be busy time with the Fall Degree Day on November 13 followed
by the 100th Anniversary exemplification of the 20⁰ on December 8. Yes that’s a
Wednesday night, because on December 8, 1921 the 20⁰ was first portrayed. On February 19, 2022, we will travel to the Valley of Dayton for the 3 Valley Degree Day, Cincinnati, Dayton and Columbus all representing their respective Valley’s in the portrayal
of a degree. Look forward to the short drive North with us to have a great day of fellowship with your Brethren from the SW quadrant of Ohio.
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I look forward to seeing you at these events!
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Meet Your New
Sovereign Grand Commander
Peter John Samiec, 33⁰
2021– Present
Ill. Brother Samiec was raised a Master Mason at St. Patrick’s Lodge No. 4 in Johnstown, New York in 1982, where he served as
Worshipful Master in 1991, the year of the lodge’s 225th anniversary. He affiliated with Gloversville Lodge No. 429 in 1985,
serving as Master for two terms. He is also a member of Amsterdam Lodge No. 84 and Kosciuszko Lodge #1085.
On November 6, 1982, he was created a Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret in Sigma Consistory, Valley of Schenectady, New
York, where he served as Commander-in-Chief for Sigma Consistory from 1995-1997. In 1991, he received the Meritorious
Service Award at the NYS Council of Deliberation. He has served on numerous Valley committees and was Deputy for New
York from 2008-13.
Ill. Brother Samiec was coroneted a Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 33° Honorary Member of the Supreme Council in Cincinnati, Ohio, on September 29, 1998. He was crowned an Active Member of Supreme Council in 2003. He has served as Grand
Lieutenant Commander under both Commander John William McNaughton and Commander David A. Glattly. He has served as
the Grand Almoner since 2015. Ill. Brother Samiec was installed as Sovereign Grand Commander in Cleveland on August 31,
2021.
In addition to Ill. Brother Samiec’s active service to the Scottish Rite, NMJ and Supreme Council, he is a member of York Rite,
as well as several Masonic Lodges of Research.
Illustrious Bro. Peter J. Samiec, 33°, was born and raised in the great state of New York. He was educated in the Batavia City
School System and graduated with a Regents Diploma. He then went on to the State University College at Buffalo, earning a
Bachelor of Science degree in education. He also holds a master’s degree in Educational Philosophy and Clinical Educational
Supervision from the State University College at Oneonta, New York.
Ill. Brother Samiec and his lovely wife, Gail P. Randall, have been married for 53 years and they are the proud parents of one
child, Dr. Carrie B. Samiec, a grandson, Nathan.
Brother Samiec, 33°, served as a technology education instructor at the Gloversville Enlarged School System in Gloversville,
New York. He served as part of the middle school technology team for 22 years, where he developed a program that integrated the teaching of reading into the technology curriculum, providing reinforcement of reading skills in a nontraditional environment.
In 1990, Ill. Brother Samiec was transferred to the high school level, teaching technical mathematics and automotive technology. He was appointed department chair in 1991, serving in that capacity until his retirement in June of 2001. He was selected
as Teacher of the Year in 2001 by the Fulton-Montgomery Regional Technology Teachers Association and New York State
Technology Educators Association. He also served as an adjunct professor in the Communications Technology Department at
Fulton-Montgomery Community College.
After his retirement, Ill. Bro. Samiec devoted his time to the operation of his business, Subcontracting Services Co., specializing
in installing and servicing residential electrical, lighting, and communications systems.
He enjoys 1960s-era automotive technology, collecting diecast auto replicas, landscape and wildlife photography, and Buffalo
Bills football.

Blue Envelope Appeal
As Scottish Rite Masons, one of the core values we strive to exemplify is Service to Humanity. Through the work of
our Charities, our members are able to make a meaningful difference in their communities and the lives of others.
The Scottish Rite Benevolent Foundation is the epicenter of the Fraternity's charitable efforts as it provides sustained
and generous support to: the Children's Dyslexia Centers, the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, the Leon M.
Abbott Scholarship Fund, the Grand Almoner's Fund, and the Membership Education Fund. These five Scottish Rite
charities enable us to sustain and advance our mission — the mission to care for our members and those in need.
Each year our Valley is awarded Leon M. Abbott Scholarships based on our Valley’s membership contributions. If
you want to make a difference in a teenagers life, consider donating through the Annual Blue Envelope Appeal which
you have recently received in the mail from Supreme Council. Your contribution comes home to help.

Honoring Our Front Line Heroes
This fall, the Scottish Rite, NMJ and the
Valley of Cincinnati are honoring our first
responders. Throughout time, these individuals have exemplified our core value of
Service to Humanity. A special presentation will be a part of the Fall Degree Day on
November 13, 2021, during lunch.
Events in the County Club System will be
announced soon.

How It Works

When you witness a degree at any Scottish Rite,
NMJ Valley, the Valley Secretary or his designee,
will validate your passport in the appropriate block.
They may also scan your membership card which
will record the witness date and Valley on your
MyNMJ.org account.
If you witness a degree online, whether through a
Virtual Reunion or Thursday Night at the Rite
event, you can update your degree history by logging onto MyNMJ.org and clicking “My Degree History”. The next time you visit your Valley stop by
the Secretary’s desk for the stamp of that degree
for your passport. This is obviously on your word
as a Mason since there is no verification process.
If you have not set up an account
at MyNMJ.org you can create one at any time. If
you need additional assistance, please see
our registration guide, use the help button on our
website in the lower right corner, or call the Help
Desk at (781) 465-3352.

My 14⁰ Ring
Everything You Need to Know About the 14º Ring Service - Learn how you can make a difference in your
life and the lives of others in a meaningful way Gibulum Lodge of Perfection of the Valley of Cincinnati has long presented the 14º ring to candidates as they experience the powerful and impressive ceremonies of the Sublime Degree of
Perfection, the 14th Degree. The 14º ring ceremony continues to be the most cherished and memorable event in the heart and mind of a Grand Elect
Mason. The inscription, “Whom Virtue Unites Death Cannot Separate,” found within the ring, is implicit of the sacred bond existing between all who
have stood around the altar of Freemasonry as Scottish Rite Masons in the Valley of Cincinnati for more than a century—that bond being the power of
truth and virtue. The significance of this perpetual bond is seen as a Grand Elect Mason seeks to become a better Brother to those around him and as
such, a better man, son, husband, father, or grandfather as he strives to attain a higher moral character in his life—an excellent example for all to see
and aspire to be. This quest is never ending; but, alas, the sun soon sets beneath the horizon.

A brief history of the 14º Ring in the Valley of Cincinnati - A decision more than 100 years ago, at the meeting of Gibulum Lodge of Perfection on June 4, 1914, ensured that all candidates would be able to enjoy this powerful ceremony and, ultimately, be entitled to the funeral service associated with it. The minutes of that meeting indicate that the following resolution was introduced by Bro. Thomas Kite (Active) and unanimously carried:
“Resolved, That Gibulum Lodge of Perfection, hereafter shall provide and present at the proper time to each of its candidates receiving the Degree of
Perfection, at the expense of the Lodge, the authorized ritualistic ring of the 14th Degree.” The Valley of Cincinnati had long presented the 14º ring to
those who experienced the impressive ceremonies of the Sublime Degree of Perfection, but this decision made certain that all candidates would receive
one—and that the ring would conform to the specifications set by Supreme Council. Trustees of the Valley then sought bids on 14º rings, eventually
selecting Newstedt & Dorst Co. to supply the 14º rings at a cost of $4.75 each. The 14º ring’s design was standardized by Supreme Council at its annual
session, held in Boston, MA, on September 16, 1903: “Resolved that the 14º ring is a plain, flat band five-sixteenths of an inch in width, having engraved
or enameled on the outside thereof an equilateral triangle, and within the same the first letter of the Ineffable Name in Hebrew ( ), and engraved within
the ring the motto of the degree, ‘Whom virtue unites, death cannot separate,’ in such language as may be selected....”

Educate your family - No man is promised another day—or even another hour. No one knows when the Great Architect of the Universe will call
him to that house not made with hands. As you contemplate this unexpected event in your life, please consider passing on your 14º ring to a loved one
in your family. Whether you wear it all the time, occasionally, or not at all, the meaning it represents is the same. As a Grand Elect Mason, you are entitled to have your 14º ring presented to your eldest son, your wife, your dearest friend, or another beneficiary of your choosing upon your death in an
impressive 14º Ring Service ceremony performed at your funeral or memorial by a Brother Grand Elect Mason who is a member of the Valley of Cincinnati’s 14º Ring Service Committee. The cherished custom of the 14º Ring Service ceremony is solemn, poetic, dignified, inspiring, and encouraging for
those you leave behind. For many families it is the first and only time they see or hear Scottish Rite work. Take some time now to show the 14° ring to
your wife and/or family. Let her or them know where you keep it, if not worn, and express your desire to have the ring passed on to a loved one at your
funeral or memorial service.

How to request the 14º Ring Service -Requesting the 14º Ring Service ceremony is a relatively easy process. Simply instruct your loved ones
that you wish to have your chosen funeral director contact the Valley of Cincinnati at 513-421-3579 to arrange for the 14º Ring Service ceremony for
you at your funeral or memorial. The chairman of the 14º Ring Service Committee will be informed of the request, and he will schedule a Brother Grand
Elect Mason on 14º Ring Service Committee to then perform this important duty at the date, time, and place directed. Please note that this is a separate
request from seeking your Lodge’s Masonic funeral service. The funeral director should also be notified of your desire for your Lodge’s service. Both are
often done together; however, each can be done without the other. The 14º Ring Service Committee abides by your wishes and those of your family.

Who can perform the 14º Ring Service? The 14º Ring Service can only be performed by members of the 14º Ring Service Committee and, then,
by assignments given by the Deputy Master of Gibulum Lodge of Perfection, who serves as Chairman of the committee. No other individual or fraternal
body is authorized to perform the 14º Ring Service.

How to join the 14º Ring Service Committee - Joining the 14º Ring Service Committee is a relatively simple process. Keep in mind that while
membership on this committee calls for an extremely high level of dedication and preparedness, by joining and performing the 14º Ring Service, you are
exercising Brotherly Love in a tremendous way, and you are helping restore peace to the troubled minds of a departed Brother’s family and friends.
Membership on this committee is an important and unique way to serve your Lodge and Valley. To join the 14º Ring Service Committee, start by contacting Michael Stewart, Deputy Master, Gibulum Lodge of Perfection, at 513-255-3665 or mrstewart@kc8onw.net. He will then arrange for you to receive a copy of the 14º Ring Service. You must commit the entire service to memory and be able to perform it proficiently before he will issue you your
first assignment. Basic protocols will be explained in detail so that you’ll know what to do before, during, and after you perform the 14º Ring Service
ceremony at a Brother’s funeral or memorial service. A member of the committee will be with you for your first couple services to assist, if required.
Your participation will help keep the 14º ring and the 14º Ring Service integral parts of the Scottish Rite experience that the Valley of Cincinnati proudly
provides its candidates and members for many years to come.

New 33° and M.S.A. Nominees
The Valley of Cincinnati is pleased to announce that five of our members were nominated to receive the 33° at
the next Supreme Council general session, to be held in Louisville, Kentucky, in August of 2023. They are Marty
V. Donini, J. Greg Stanley, Bradley A. Toft, Thomas E. Uhl, and Robert C. Winkler. Look for more information
about these deserving brethren in the next Rite Recorder.

At the Annual Meeting of the Ohio Council of Deliberation, held in Columbus on June 12, 2021, Gene Ostenkamp and Wayne Hansford were nominated to receive the Ohio Council of Deliberation Meritorious Service
Award. They can now use the title of ‘M.S.A.’ and will be a part of the public investiture ceremony here in Cincinnati on June 11, 2022.
Gene Ostenkamp is a 19 year member of Sharonville-Calvary Lodge #204 in Cincinnati, Ohio. He joined the
Valley of Cincinnati in November 2002. He immediately became active with our Music Committee and has been
the principal organist since 2005. His music enhances our degrees and the impression made on our candidates.
He is a Past Master of his lodge, Past Patron of Cardinal Chapter #140 O.E.S., and is a member of Chapter,
Council, and Commandery in Hamilton. He serves as the principal organist and music director at St. Gabriel
Catholic Church in Cincinnati.

Wayne Hansford is a 43 year member of McMillan Lodge #141 in Cincinnati, Ohio. He has served as Trustee
and is currently the Tyler. He joined the Valley of Cincinnati in November 1978. He has served as a Tyler for
many years, both at our facility in Cincinnati and when traveling to other locations in our Valley.
Please join in congratulating all of these worthy brethren for their service to the fraternity and their community.

Alternative Method for Dues Payment
Having trouble coming up with the full funds to pay your dues? Wondering how you can make ends meet, but you still value your membership in Scottish Rite? There is an alternative way to ease dues payment in your Scottish Rite; it’s called ACH.
Automated Clearing House (ACH) or Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) Is
a network of financial institutions that facilitate the electronic transfer of funds and bill payments. This allows you to make payments for
dues, life memberships or endowed members by withdrawing a preset amount from a member’s checking or savings account into a Valley account on a pre-determined date each month. More and more
payments are being made in this manor, such as insurance. This is a
proven method that is secure and doesn’t have you pasting your personal information all over the internet. If you’re interested, please
contact Sherry Kuhn in accounting skuhn@32masons.com or 513-4213579 X 1100, Tuesdays and Thursdays, and she can help you get your
payments set up and take the worry out of dues payment.

4⁰

-

BUILDER A Master Mason seeks divine guidance. Philosophy: Brothers

grow together in Scottish Rite. Core Values: Reverence for God, Integrity, & Service .

-

12⁰ MASTER OF MERCY Joseph forgives his brothers for selling him into
slavery. Philosophy: We are taught forgiveness, compassion, and brotherly
love. Core Values: Justice & Integrity.

-

15⁰ KNIGHT OF THE EAST This degree teaches us to emulate Zerubbabel
who, even when tempted, would not violate his obligations. Philosophy: Loyalty
to conviction, fidelity to duty, and devotion to truth are the essences of integrity. Core Values: Integrity.

.-

18⁰ KNIGHT OF THE ROSE CROIX OF H.R.D.M The teachings of Jesus of
Nazareth are used to exemplify the universal principles of life. Philosophy: The
Book of Life is opened. The new law is a law of love, which all men everywhere
may understand and practice. Core Values: Integrity.

-

23⁰ KNIGHT OF VALOR Based on a true incident during World War II and the
heroic actions of Four Chaplains. Philosophy: This degree teaches us that faith in
God will find expression in love for our fellow man, even to the ultimate personal
sacrifice. Core Values: Reverence for God, Tolerance, Devotion to Country & Service.
REGISTRATION AND DONUTS START AT 7:30 AM, FOLLOWED BY THE 4⁰AT 8:30
AM, THEN THE 12⁰AT 9:10 AM, THE 15⁰AT 10:20 AM. LUNCH AT 11:15 AM WITH A
TRIBUTE TO OUR 1ST RESPONDERS. AFTER LUNCH, THE 18⁰AT 12:30 PM, ENDING
WITH THE 23⁰AT 2:00 PM.
LUNCH TICKETS AVAILABLE AT WWW.32MASONS.COM BY NOVEMBER 5,2021.
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In Memoriam
Charles F. Ernst

8/6/2021

Eddie M. Wilson

9/15/2021

Wayne D. Florea

8/8/2021

Farley New

9/19/2021

Richard L. Shipp

8/8/2021

Frank L. Tingley

9/21/2021

Howard W. Carrier

8/12/2021

Thomas G. Haegele

9/23/2021

Anthony T. Bramlage

8/14/2021

Harry L. Snyder

9/23/2021

William D. Swingle

8/14/2021

Earl R. Stanfill

9/23/2021

Glen F. Freels

8/16/2021

David R. Upchurch

9/27/2021

James J. Sizemore

8/22/2021

Clifford L. Edwards

9/28/2021

John R. Smart

8/24/2021

Neil G. Hardebeck

9/29/2021

William L. Osborne

8/27/2021

Donald R. Lovins

10/3/2021

Troy L. Andrew

8/30/2021

Gerald F. Hill

10/5/2021

Leon E. Keene

9/3/2021

Donald R. Kreiner

10/5/2021

Bobbie L. Thompson

9/5/2021

Steven Goetz

10/6/2021

Donald E. Kindle

9/8/2021

Walter W. Dewar, Jr.

10/7/2021

Peter Pandilidis

9/15/2021

Robert A. Shinkle, Sr.

10/11/2021

