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“The most beautiful thing in the world is a ballpark filled with people”

- Bill Veeck



	 The curtain has closed on our time at our Fifth Street home. We 
honored her with a fitting tribute at the Annual Meeting of the Valley of 
Cincinnati, and each of our tenant lodges said their farewells at their final 
Stated meetings in June. While the office remains open, the building will be 
largely closed to allow us to transition to our new home during the summer 
months.
	 We remain as busy as ever here in the Valley while we prepare for our 
departure. In early June, we traveled to Perrysburg for the annual session of 
the Ohio Council of Deliberation, where we celebrated three very deserving 
Masons who were awarded the Meritorious Service Award. All of us at the 
Valley extend hearty congratulations to Lawrence Harris, Dolby Bennett, 
and Terrence Alexander (posthumous awardee). We were honored to have 
Terry’s wife and children with us to accept the award on his behalf. I would 
also like to congratulate our nominees for the MSA class of 2027, Tony 
Dsuban IV and John Wills. We cannot wait to celebrate you both in Akron 
next year.
	 Speaking of celebrations, we honored our nation’s 250th birthday in 
dramatic fashion at the Tri-State Warbird Museum, where we portrayed the 
20°, 23°, and 26° degrees at this incredible venue. A fantastic time was had by 
all!
	 Tickets are now on sale for our biggest event of the year, the Queen 
City Invitational. At this two-day event, the Valleys of Cincinnati, Dayton, 
Indianapolis, Michigan, and Pittsburgh will confer five degrees. The event 
will be recorded by our friends and brothers from the Thursday Night at the 
Rite team for future TNR broadcasts.
	 While I will certainly miss our former home and will treasure the 
memories made there, I am filled with an even greater sense of excitement 
and hope for all that is to come. Our future is what we make it, and your 
officers of the Valley of Cincinnati are anxious to do everything necessary to 
ensure it is a great one.

From the Fraternal Secretary
Christopher M Goodin

Coming Events 
Reds All-Masons Day	 August 2, 2026	 Great American Ballpark

Online Public Auction	 July 8-16, 2026	 lunsfordauctioneers.hibid.com

Fall Kick-off at the Ohio 	 Septenber 12, 2026	 Waynesville, Ohio

Renaissance Festival

Valley of Cincinnati Stated Meeting	 September 17, 2026	 CMC at The Phoenix

The Queen City Invitational 	 November 20-22, 2026	� Host Valley of Cincinnati 
Champion Event Center in 
Hamilton
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Br. Eppa Rixey of Kilwinning Lodge No. 356 (Left) And Br. Ethan Allen of Yeatman 
Lodge No. 162 (right) pose for a picture together in 1929. Brother Rixey is the only 
Freemason in First Masonic District history enshrined in Cooperstown. At the time of 
his induction into the Hall of Fame in 1963, he was widely considered one of the greatest 
left-handed pitchers in MLB History. 

Brother Allen, while an accomplished ball player in his own right, being a .300 career 
hitter, was perhaps more successful in his life after his playing career. He is the inventor of 
the the Cadaco-Ellis board game, All-Star Baseball which entered production in the early 
1940s and is still produced today with few Changes. He coached baseball at Yale from 
1946-68, taking the 1947 team to the College World Series finals. A team whose players 
included George H.W.Bush. President Bush affectionately remembered his former coach 
as “a wonderful coach, a real gentleman, and most important, a warm and close friend.” 



The Brothers of the Baselines: Cincinnati’s Masonic 1919 World Series Legacy
Anyone who follows baseball is familiar with the infamous 1919 World Series. History has cast an unhealable black 
eye on what should have been a purely joyous occasion: the very first World Series Championship for our beloved 
Cincinnati Reds. Instead, the series is remembered for the Chicago White Sox players who sacrificed the integrity of 
the game by throwing the championship for money, resulting in eight men being banished from baseball forever.

However, a fascinating and far lesser-known story lived on the other side of the diamond. The 1919 Cincinnati ball 
club was packed with our Masonic brothers. Nine of those legendary Redlegs were brothers of the craft, including two 
who belonged right here in Ohio’s First Masonic District: Rube Bressler (Kilwinning Lodge No. 356) and Heinie Groh 
(E.T. Carson Lodge No. 598).

The other seven Brothers of the Baselines spanned lodges across the country:

Edd Roush – Oakland City Lodge No. 467 (IN)
Jake Daubert – Reliance Lodge No. 776 (NY)
Ivy Wingo – Norcross Lodge No. 228 (GA)
Greasy Neale – Mt. Olivet Lodge No. 3 (WV)
Pat Duncan – Trowel Lodge No. 132 (OH)
Larry Kopf – Centennial Lodge No. 118 (CT)
Ray Fisher – Union Lodge No. 2 (IN)

Perhaps the ultimate summary of this quiet fraternal bond comes from an argument between Hall of Famer Brother 
Edd Roush and Manager Jack Hendricks. Defending his teammates, Roush famously stated:

“The backbone of this ball club are all Masons, and you don’t hear anybody say a damn word about the 
Masons, do you? We don’t brag about it!”

While the White Sox collapsed under the weight of greed, the 1919 Reds stood tall—anchored by a quiet foundation of  
Integrity, skill, and brotherhood.



Friday, November 20th
Welcome Banquet 6 pm–10 pm

Saturday, November 21st
7 am – Registration and continental breakfast

8 am – 4° (Dayton)
9 am – 8°-modern (Pittsburgh)
10:30 am – 15° (Indianapolis)

11:30 am – Lunch Break
1 pm – 24° (Michigan)
2 pm – 31° (Cincinnati)

4 pm–6 pm – Cocktail/Hors D’oeuvres Social 

$75.00 per person (hotel not included) 
tickets and hotel reservations available at www.32masons.com



Congratulations Larry, Dolby and Terry!!!Congratulations Larry, Dolby and Terry!!!

Our Valley is better because of you !!!Our Valley is better because of you !!!
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In Memoriam
John H Lewis.................................... 4/26/2026
Willie E. Thomson Sr........................ 4/30/2026
Thomas D. Miller.............................. 5/07/2026
Milton D. Grooms............................. 5/10/2026
Robert E. Smart................................ 5/13/2026
John C. Wagner................................. 5/13/2026
Chester G. Burton, 33°...................... 5/18/2026
Jeffrey L. Brant................................. 5/30/2026
William H. Richards......................... 6/20/2026


